
ASH DIEBACK IN SHREWSBURY
Ash dieback, also known as Chalara, is a fungal disease originating from 
Asia that is killing our native European ash trees in large numbers. 

The disease has been present in the U.K from imported tree stock since 
the early 2000’s, as well as by wind-blown spores from the continent. 
Symptoms include blackening leaves during summer, often at the tips of 
branches, discolouration and lesions on bark and eventually death. 

It is difficult to spot during the autumn and winter, so surveying the tree 
stock is best carried out in summer. 

Over the last few years, Shrewsbury Town Council staff have seen an 
increasing number of ash trees being affected in Shrewsbury and the 
spread of the disease seems to have accelerated considerably over the 
last year. 

There is no cure and containment trials have been largely unsuccessful.

There are an estimated 2 billion ash trees in the U.K and it is one of the 
most abundant trees in Shropshire and Shrewsbury. 

The benefits of Ash are numerous; it helps to reduce pollution and 
flooding; regulates urban air temperature; stores carbon; as well as 
supporting many native species of wildlife. The loss of these trees will 
have a huge impact on the landscape of Shropshire and the habitats they 
support. Current evidence suggests at least 50% mortality of our park 
and street ash, with up to 85% rate of mortality expected in woodlands.

During lockdown, staff from the Town Council’s Countryside Team 
have been busy developing a strategy for dealing with the impact of the 

disease, and also for replanting trees of other species after the loss of 
the ash trees. This has been done with the help of information from the 
Forestry Commission and DEFRA, among others. 

More recently, the Town Council has been surveying its land to establish 
the number and condition of its ash trees at the moment and identify 
those that need to be removed. Where diseased trees can be allowed to 
do so safely, they will be left to decline naturally. However, many dying 
trees are next to houses, roads, footpaths and play areas, and will need to 
be felled before they collapse. 

So far, the Town Council’s survey has found:

•  Over 10,000 ash trees have been  recorded on their Countryside  
Sites alone.

•  Nearly half of all small trees (under 30cm diameter) were found to be 
affected by dieback.

•  300 of these trees had less than 25%  of their expected leaf cover 
remaining.

•  Trees within woodlands were more likely to be showing effects of 
dieback than more isolated trees.

•  Larger trees are faring better, with only 25% of them showing signs of 
dieback, but this figure is likely to increase in the next few years.

Expect to see the Town Council’s tree teams busy dealing with this issue 
over the winter.

ASH DIEBACK IN SHREWSBURY –  
HOW YOU CAN HELP
To prevent the spread of ash dieback, members of the public 
can play their part.  Visitors to woods, forests, parks and public 
gardens are encouraged to brush soil, mud, twigs, leaves and 
other plant debris off their footwear and wheels before leaving 
the site.  Park cars on hard-standing rather than grassed 
surfaces.

If using mountain-biking trails in forests, cyclists should use the 
on-site wash-down facilities at many trail centres. Gardeners 
can help slow the spread of the disease by collecting up and 
burning (where permitted), burying or deep composting fallen 
ash leaves, which disrupts the fungus’s life cycle.

With ash dieback present in most parts of the country, the 
forestry authorities are keen to track the spread of ash dieback 
in areas of the country where it has not already been recorded. 

If you think you have spotted the disease in a new area, you 
are encouraged to check the existing distribution map and 
symptoms before reporting it to the relevant authorities.

To report sightings of ash dieback disease in Great Britain, you 
can use the Tree Check site at:  https://www.forestresearch.
gov.uk/tools-and-resources/tree-alert/

The website will require clear, well-lit close-up photos to 
be uploaded.  By using Tree Alert and helping to provide 
information on the spread of ash dieback disease, this will be 
used to monitor tree health and contribute to ongoing research 
to support and protect the nation’s trees. 

For more general information on ash dieback disease, we 
would encourage you to visit: https://www.forestresearch.gov.
uk/tools-and-resources/pest-and-disease-resources/ash-
dieback-hymenoscyphus-fraxineus/

Further information and advice for homeowners with ash trees 
on their property visit: https://treecouncil.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/06/Tree-Council-Ash-dieback-tree-owners-
guide-FINAL.pdf  

YOUNG SHREWSBURY’S GRANT FUNDING SUCCESS

At the start of the Covid-19 lockdown, 
Shrewsbury Town Council’s Youth Services 
received some good news with the award  
of a £42,000 grant from The Youth  
Endowment Fund.

The grant came with the specific remit of 
helping to keep their most vulnerable young 
people engaged both during and beyond the 
restrictions.

Young Shrewsbury has been successful with 
running online cookery and skills workshops 
for a select few, but the funding will see an 
expansion of this scheme. 

Adam Purnell, Shrewsbury Town Council’s 

youth and community manager, said: “We’ve 
had a good response to our online cookery 
workshops with the help of The Shrewsbury 
Food Hub delivering ingredients to the homes 
of the young people involved. The award of this 
funding means that over the course of the next 
twelve months, we will be able to distribute 
packages of ingredients and materials to the 
homes of another 30 young people each week.

“This will allow our young people to access 
online workshops that both Young Shrewsbury 
and, in some cases, local businesses will put 
together to enrich their time at home with their 
families outside the school environment.

“We have local restaurants and craftsmen who 
have agreed to provide workshops, which will 
allow some of our most deprived young people 
the chance to work on a virtual basis alongside 
some inspirational local professionals and 
have a finished product that they have 
produced themselves.”

With two workshops per week over the course 
of a forty-week period, all Young Shrewsbury’s 
alternative curriculum young people will be 
automatically enrolled on to this programme 
with any remaining spaces offered to those 

identified as being most in need.

The funding will also allow more alternative 
curriculum sessions and take on more 
referrals with those children deemed most 
in need of assistance. Adam added: “This is 
particularly valuable given the amount of time 
these young people have now spent away from 
any kind of school or provision”.

Young Shrewsbury has also been able to 
increase the number of evenings that their 
detached team works out on the streets with 
young people from two nights to four.

Due to the current restrictions in place, Young 
Shrewsbury has been unable to provide their 
usual open access programme during the 
summer holidays. However, staff have been 
able to engage with their regular youth club 
attendees whilst out on detached work. Those 
young people on the alternative curriculum 
programme have had some 1-2-1 sessions, 
including a BBQ school, fishing and a visit 
to The Great Escape Adventure to try out 
England’s longest zip line.

PLANTLOCK PLANTERS - THE NEW CYCLE SECURITY INITIATIVE 
For cyclists travelling into the town centre, one 
of the key issues is the lack of secure storage 
for their bikes. That is now starting to change 
with the introduction of Plantlock planters  
in Shrewsbury.

Residents will have seen the green Plantlock 
planters, which are metal planters with hoops 
for locking bikes, at locations around the town.

With funding from Shropshire Council, 
Shrewsbury Town Council has planted them 
with summer bedding and installed a number 
of the Plantlocks, helping to add to the existing 
floral features in the town centre.

Councillor Alan Mosley, Leader of the Town 
Council, said: “I am delighted that we are 
introducing these new secure facilities in the 
town centre, which we hope will encourage 
more people to cycle in to Shrewsbury.

“As part of the Big Town Plan, we are actively 
promoting our green networks to try and 
inspire more people to walk and cycle in to the 
town centre, and we have seen an increase 

in these modes of travel during the current 
Coronavirus crisis.  

“With additional secure bike storage around 
the town, we hope that this will be the start of 
a new approach that people take when coming 
to Shrewsbury.”

Whilst Shrewsbury Town Council has 
planted and installed the new features, local 
companies are keen to support the initiative 
and help with the ongoing maintenance of the 
planters.  Helen Ball, town clerk for the Town 
Council, added: “Theatre Severn has had a 
couple of these planters outside the venue 
for a few years, planted with herbs for local 
residents to use as and when.

“We are delighted to be involved with bringing 
these cycle security planters to the town and 

we have had a very positive response to them. 
We hope that people feel that they can cycle in 
to town and be reassured that their bikes will 
be safe and secure.”

Additional Plantlock planters are scheduled 
for installation in the town centre over the 
coming months.
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY – 
80TH ANNIVERSARY

Next Sunday 
sees Shrewsbury 
commemorating the 
80th anniversary of 
the Battle of Britain.

The annual civic event 
will follow a revised 

layout this year. In line with current social 
distancing measures, a reduced number of 
personnel from RAF Shawbury will form up 
in the Quarry from 10.30am for a short pre-
recorded service.  

A special wreath-laying ceremony will be 
held at the War Memorial in the Quarry on 
September 13 at 11am to commemorate 
the hundreds of lives lost during the battle. 
Wreaths will be laid by the High Sheriff, the 
Mayor of Shrewsbury and the RAF Shawbury 
Station Commander.

The annual commemorative service marks 
the defence of the United Kingdom by Royal 

Air Force pilots and aircrew, and the loss 
of more than 500 lives, during the Battle of 
Britain in 1940, which has been recognised as 
the first major campaign to be fought entirely 
by air forces. 

The Mayor of Shrewsbury, Councillor Phil 
Gillam, will lead the wreath laying, and said: 
“I am honoured to be taking part in next 
weekend’s commemorative event as I feel 
that we owe so much to not only our brave 
pilots and aircrew who fought to defend our 
country, but also to the teams behind the 
scenes who worked day and night to ensure 
that the RAF was ready for battle. 

“In these difficult times, we will be having a 
minimal service to mark the occasion to pay 
tribute to those who served, especially on this 
80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.” 

At the height of the Battle of Britain, the RAF 
had only 749 fighter aircraft available, against 
2,550 Luftwaffe aircraft.

ASH DIEBACK IN SHREWSBURY –  WHAT THE 
TOWN COUNCIL IS DOING ON ITS SITES
Ash dieback is the most significant tree disease to affect the UK 
since Dutch Elm Disease in the 1960s and 1970s. Unlike Dutch Elm, 
where a dead tree stays very stable and can stand dead for many 
years, a dying ash tree becomes very brittle and, depending on 
location, can pose a public risk.

This new threat to one of our traditional indigenous tree species will 
lead to the decline and death of the majority of ash trees in Britain. 
It is estimated that it has the potential to infect more than 2 billion 
ash trees across the country. This equates to some 5m trees in 
Shropshire, with a significantly large sum in Shrewsbury.  

With some 10% of the tree stock in Shrewsbury being ash, there 
are some 20% of ash trees amongst the mature tree stock within 
the town.  Many of the Community Woodlands in Shrewsbury were 
planted with a prevalence of ash in the 1990s, and due to their 
proliferation in seed production, there are considerable numbers of 
self-set ash. The Forestry Commission reports that there is unlikely 
to be any 10km² in England that does not have evidence of ash 
dieback disease.

Shrewsbury Town Council has developed a Recovery Plan with the 
aim of creating a tree scape that is resilient to any future pests and 
diseases. The Town Council’s focus now centres on the need to 
work to improve the extent, condition, diversity and connectivity to 
trees and enhance the level of protection to minimise the risk of new 
threats occurring.

Working with Shropshire Council, the Town Council’s Tree Team will 
implement their Recovery Plan to minimise the impact of ash tree 
loss within the landscape by promoting new trees and taking good 
care of existing ones; planting new trees in a ratio directly according 
to the size of the existing ash tree which has been felled; growing 
the right trees in the right places and in the right ways; encouraging 
a diverse range of trees to develop a resilient landscape; choosing 
native species or those well-established in the British Isles; and 
reducing the risks of introducing new diseases by only planting trees 
sourced and grown in Britain.

Shrewsbury Town Council is working hard to ensure that ash dieback 
disease is managed within the tree stock in the town to ensure that 
the recovery of our woodlands are protected for the future.
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